
INFORMATION SESSION 2023



2023: MORE STANDARDIZED TESTS 
THAN EVER

● NYS Grade 3-8 Exams  – April & May 

● NYS Regents Exams – January & June

● NYSESLAT (for English language learners) – April - May

● NYC academic “screeners” (MAP, iReady, or Acadience) – fall, 
winter, and spring 



TESTING TIME ON SCHOOL CALENDAR



● Spring 2023 testing windows:  

English Language Arts (ELA): April 19-April 26

Math: May 2-May 9

Science*: May 23-June 5

● Student services generally unavailable during testing  – 
rooms and staff diverted to testing

● Following testing windows, students may have substitute 
teachers while staff are sent to grade tests  

● Schools receive scores (1-4 scale) in the fall of the 
following school year

Grade 3-8 TESTING TIMELINE



NYS GRADE 3-8 EXAMS (1/2)

● Administered annually in accordance with federal law

● 4 days (ELA and math) in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7

● 6 days (ELA, math, science) in grade 8

● Untimed



NYS GRADE 3-8 EXAMS (2/2)

● Multiple choice & short answer

● Paper & pencil or computer-based, depending on 

school/district

● Intended to assess whether students are meeting state 

standards in an effort to narrow an “achievement gap”



SCORING

DO YOU SEE SUBSTANTIAL DIFFERENCE IN MATHEMATICAL KNOWLEDGE?



                     PROCEDURE vs. CORRECT ANSWER



     DID THIS STUDENT FAIL TO GRASP THE CONCEPT?



Invalid & Unhelpful 
Metrics 

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE TESTS

● Instructional time is too scarce to be spent on testing and test prep.

● Money spent on tests could fund smaller class size, services, afterschool, enrichment, 
and so much more.

● Scores correlate with family income.

● Results are not useful for teachers.

● Test prep narrows the curriculum, leaving little time for the arts, sciences, history, 
and culturally responsive education.

● Tests stand in the way of project-based and student-centered learning.

● Low test scores demoralize children and can be used to punish schools.

Time & Money Wasted Culturally Unresponsive 
& Trauma Un-Informed



● Results do NOT show whether a student is meeting state standards.

● Scores are NOT needed to secure special education services.

● Your school or district will NOT lose funding if students opt out.

● These tests are NOT good practice for other tests they may take later 
in life.

● Scores are NOT needed for middle or high school admissions.

DESPITE WHAT YOU MAY HAVE HEARD 



MIDDLE SCHOOL ADMISSIONS…



HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS…

9/29/22



THE BIGGEST MYTH…
…is that your child has to take the tests.

Schools have to administer them (that’s federal law) 

but 
parents have the right to refuse to allow their children 

to take them. 

Your child and your child’s teachers cannot be penalized 
for your actions. 



DIRECT FROM NEW YORK STATE…

Your child & your child’s teachers cannot be penalized for your actions. 



BY OPTING OUT …

● You are joining a nation-wide movement and sending the 
message that our children deserve meaningful, equitable 
teaching and learning.

● All you have to do to opt out of state tests is write a letter or 
send an email to your principal stating that your child will 
not take them.

● You may be told you have to meet with your child’s principal 
– you do not.



MORE INFORMATION
Sample refusal letters in English & Spanish:

optoutnyc.com/sample-opt-out-letters

If you’d like someone to talk with your 
community about test refusal, 
please contact NYC Opt Out at:

optoutnyc.com/contact-us

https://www.optoutnyc.com/sample-opt-out-letters
https://www.optoutnyc.com/contact-us


https://player.vimeo.com/video/256257843


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pnsbcumf_DU


Families, 
teachers and 
schools win 
when students 
opt out.



QUESTIONS?



CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by 

Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik

Thanks!

@NYCOptOut
NYCOptOut@gmail.com

facebook.com/groups/nycoptout/

Please keep this slide for attribution

optoutnyc.com
Get your info here!

https://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/

